Tool developed as part of the work of the working group on Indigenous
realities of the Quebec Interuniversity Network on Equity, Diversity and

Inclusion (RIQEDI).
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This tool is intended primarily
for members of the Quebec’s
university community who, as
part of their teaching or research
activities, wish to present a land
acknowledgment statement, but
it can certainly be used in other
contexts as well.

It should enable you to bring this

matter to your respective circles
in a more sensitive and informed
manner.
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O APPROACH

In September 2019, when the RIQEDI working group on Indigenous realities was
created, the first tool that members started working on was the leaflet on land
acknowledgment.

More and more people in academic institutions were expressing their desire to be
guided on how to do this and the tool was intended to help them do this.

Therefore, the initial idea was to create a guide to accompany the members of the
university community in writing a land acknowledgment evolved, one step at a time.
As the group’s efforts progressed, the leaflet changed.

The perception of the tool was changing as we learned and interacted with each
other. The process finally made the members of the group aware of the need to
better reflect, within this tool, the depth of the relationship that Indigenous Peoples
have with the territory and the nature of the colonial roots of the territorial issues.

Lastly, the group modestly wanted to create a tool to gather and consolidate what
the last year and a half of work and consultation has revealed on the issue of land
acknowledgment.

(
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O CONSIDERATIONS

RELATING TO THE TERRITORY

The intrinsic link between Indigenous identity and the territory

Indigenous Peoples have a close relationship with their ancestral homelands and
make it a central element in the experience of their identity. In fact, based on a
holistic understanding of the environment, Indigenous Peoples consider spirit
and substance to be on an equal level, seeing themselves as part of the territory
(Asselin, 2015). This is reflected in the names of various communities. For example,
«Abitibiwinnik» is the name that designates the Algonquins of Pikogan and means
«people from the tip of Lake Abitibi», where the community met almost 6,000 years
ago (First Nation Council of Abitibiwinni, 2021) .

Also, «Wolastoqiyik», which refers to the Indigenous people living on the shores of
the Saint-Jean River in New Brunswick and Maine, and the Saint-Laurent River in
Quebec, means «people of the beautiful river» (Bélanger and Wylde, 2020).

These two examples illustrate the nature of the link that exists between Indigenous
identity and the territory and «like in any relationship, nothing is fixed, neither
spatially nor temporally - landscapes evolve and the link to the territory is
consequently continually «renegotiated», individually and collectively» [Our
translation] Landry, 2020). So, even if the territory is not the only component of
their identity, it is necessary to understand the effect of colonial territorial policies
which, by depriving the Indigenous peoples of their lands, have at the same time

deprived them of part of their identity.

IN THIS CONTEXT, A LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT STATEMENT MUST
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT AND ADDRESS THE IDENTITY-BASED NATURE

AND HISTORY OF THE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE TERRITORY OF THE
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE.

FURTHER INFORMATION k

e The link between Indigenous identity and the territory (article)
e Link of the natives to the territory (thesis, French only)

* Indigenous forest knowledge (chapter)

(


https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/des/article/download/22170/17985/

https://depositum.uqat.ca/id/eprint/969/

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/281821017_Indigenous_forest_knowledge
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The maps you may need to consult to identify the Indigenous territory on which your

O THE RELATIVITY ¢
OF TERRITORIAL &
BOUNDARIES

institution is located may be incorrect, incomplete, and may create or cause tension
between some Indigenous communities whose relationships cross the territorial
boundaries outlined on the maps.

IN THIS CONTEXT, IT IS VITALTO ENSURE THAT THE INDIGENOUS
COMMUNITIES CONCERNED BY A DESIGNATION OF TERRITORY ARE

CONSULTED AND THAT THE SPECIFICITY OF THEIR TERRITORIAL
REALITY IS TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT.

The delimitation of territories stemming from the colonial interpretation, based
on the concepts of the nation-state and private property, is different from that

practised by the Indigenous people, characterised by systems of social interaction
and by the intertwining of lands shared between the different communities.

As a result, the mapping of Indigenous territories often shows fixed and impervious s
borders, reflecting a colonial, limited and restrictive vision that does not reflect the FU RTH E R I N FORMATION k
territorial realities of Indigenous peoples.

* The consequences of territorial deprivation (book)

e The Intertwining and Negotiation of Indigenous Territories (book)

e Truth and Reconciliation Commission Reports —


https://www.puq.ca/catalogue/livres/peuples-autochtones-politique-quebec-canada-3737.html
https://www.puq.ca/catalogue/livres/peuples-autochtones-politique-quebec-canada-3737.html
https://utorontopress.com/ca/entangled-territorialities-2
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.3138/j.ctv1n35998
https://nctr.ca/records/reports/
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O THE MANY
MANIFESTATIONS OF
COLONIAL DOMINATION

IN THIS CONTEXT, THE RECOGNITION OF THE FACT THAT AN

— INSTITUTION IS LOCATED ON INDIGENOUS TERRITORY IS ONLY
The consequences of colonialism on the relationship between Indigenous and non- ONE OF THE ACTIONS THAT NEED TO BE TAKEN IN ORDER TO
Indigenous people go far beyond the question of appropriation of the territory and MEANINGFULLY ENGAGE WITH THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND IN

its wealth. THE NECESSARY PATH OF RECONCILIATION.

In effect, according to the report by the Canadian Truth and Reconciliation
Commission, the treatment of Indigenous peoples as a result of colonial policies
constituted cultural genocide in the form of territorial deprivation, as well as identity
and politics.

FURTHER INFORMATION R

to be felt by members of Indigenous Peoples, who are still victims of it. * Manifestations of colonial domination and the
balancing of relationships with Indigenous 7
peoples (article, French only)

Furthermore, the impact of colonialism, entrenched in Canada’s history, continues



https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/october-2020/etablir-un-equilibre-relationnel-avec-les-autochtones/
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/october-2020/etablir-un-equilibre-relationnel-avec-les-autochtones/
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CULTURAL SECURITY

Viewed as a tool for social justice and a driver of social change, a cultural
empowerment approach is about becoming aware of and challenging
unequal power relationships that exist for Indigenous people at the

individual, family, community and social levels.

Vgl ad e ledls «[It] must [also] necessarily involve a shared and social aim, on the

el e s el breaer part of public and governmental institutions to recognise and accept

eenel 3 sreaEh: difference, exceptionality and Indigenous expertise» (Lévesque, 2017:

12). A culturally safe environment allows each person to feel that their

o ke, her aie unique cultural background is respected and that they are free to be
1

themselves without being judged, singled out or called upon to speak for

some key concepts that
universities can use in the all members of their group (Wilson, 2018).
process of establishing a
relationship balance with

Indigenous peoples.
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DECOLONISATION

The process of deconstructing colonial ideologies that provide a sense
of superiority to Western ideas and approaches. On the one hand, it
requires dismantling the structures that legitimise the status quo and
fighting against unequal power dynamics.

On the other hand, it is about valuing and reinvigorating Indigenous
knowledge and approaches, and breaking down prejudices about
Indigenous peoplethat areinherited from the colonial era (Wilson, 2018).

INDEGINISATION

An approach that involves making «conscious efforts (...) to integrate
Indigenous Peoples, their philosophies, knowledge and cultures into
relevant strategic plans, governance roles, curriculum development and
review, research and professional development» (CACUSS, 2018 : 5).

FURTHER INFORMATION k

e A guide to indigenization of post-secondary institutions

e Report on the indigenization of higher education

(


https://www.capres.ca/caracteristiques-socioculturelles-de-letudiant/etudiant-autochtone/publication-autochtonisation-de-lenseignement-superieur/
https://opentextbc.ca/indigenizationfoundations/
https://www.capres.ca/caracteristiques-socioculturelles-de-letudiant/etudiant-autochtone/publication-autochtonisation-de-lenseignement-superieur/
file:/Users/cindybrown/Downloads/Pulling-Together-A-Guide-for-Front-Line-Staff-Student-Services-and-Advisors-1616701633.pdf
https://www.capres.ca/caracteristiques-socioculturelles-de-letudiant/etudiant-autochtone/publication-autochtonisation-de-lenseignement-superieur/
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ACTION1:

IDENTIFY YOUR INTENTIONS
AND MOTIVATIONS

In developing a statement of land acknowledgment, it is essential to ask

yourself whyyou are doing so, toensure thatyourstatementis meaningful
and respectful.

This action must be marked by humility and critical reflection. While the
procedures for land acknowledgment can be stimulated by an external
requirement (e.g. granting bodies), we recommend that you deepen the
reflectionwithinyourinstitutionregardingyourrelationswith Indigenous
Peoples and the benefits of cultural diversity.

10
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HERE ARE SOME QUESTIONS THAT CAN
ALSO HELPYOU TO ESTABLISH YOUR LAND
ACKNOWLEDGMENT:

What kind of activity requires a declaration?

An academic institution is a place where many different types of research and
teaching activities take place. It is therefore important that each person and group
writing a land acknowledgment statement thinks about the context and type of
activity where it will be relevant to introduce it (e.g. press conference, symposium,

round table, course, etc.

Who should make the declaration?

In an era of academic delocalisation, interdisciplinarity and internationalisation,
it must be acknowledged that academic activities sometimes have several different
home locations and involve parties from different backgrounds. This raises the
question of the roots of land acknowledgment. Therefore, it is important to think
about who will be doing the land acknowledgment and the context and adapt your
statement accordingly. For example, at a conference where the opening address

is given by the president, will only that person make the statement or would you
prefer that each speaker make a statement before speaking based on their own

experience?

When do | have to make a declaration?

It is important to ask yourself when the land acknowledgment will be delivered
according to the duration and the programme of the event (e.g. only at the beginning
of the activity? Every day? Every part of a conference?).

FURTHER INFORMATION k

e Watch this short humorous video to

better understand the limits of land
acknowledgment statements

11
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https://www.puq.ca/catalogue/livres/peuples-autochtones-politique-quebec-canada-3737.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xlG17C19nYo
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ACTION 2:
POSITIONING YOURSELF

In order to meaningfully recognise the traditional territories of the
Indigenous Peoples whom you live and work on, it is important to first
gain a true understanding of how your relationship with the territory
and the Indigenous Peoples is informed by the legacies of colonialism. In
fact, the recognition of territory must be understood as being relational,
which means that it must be an opportunity not only to name the territory
you are on, but also to position yourself (as a guest, for example) and to
open up channels for dialogue.

As such, each statement should be adapted to the context and to the
person making the statement.

We therefore recommend that you:

1. Learn about the history and realities of Indigenous Peoples, keeping
in mind that education is a lifelong process that must be continually
renewed.

2.ldentify the territory you are in, taking care to use sources recognised
by the communities and to verify the information with the local

Indigenous communities and organisations

To undertake the work of identifying the Indigenous territory/territories
of your institution, you can approach the peoples and nations concerned.
For mapping information on Indigenous and treaty rights in Canada, you
can consult the Indigenous and Treaty Rights Information System (ITRS),
which provides information on the land claims of Indigenous Peoples.

12
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Lastly, although the legitimacy of this tool is disputed, here is a map
developed by the Indigenous organisation Native Land in collaboration
with the Indigenous communities concerned: native-land.ca.

As stated on the home page of the site, this map does not represent -
and does not intend to represent - the official or legal borders of any
Indigenous territory. Rather, it serves to illustrate territorial overlaps
and the fluidity of borders.

ACTION 3:
FORMULATE A LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

To create a declaration of land acknowledgment, you must go through
the following steps:

1. Identify the Indigenous territory/territories where you are located.

2.Explain how you or your institution, depending on the context, relate
to this territory and the Indigenous peoples who are inhabiting it.

13
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https://native-land.ca/
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If you want to go further, it may be relevant to consider the following

points :

3.Determine the intentions and motivations behind your Iland

acknowledgment.

4.Present how the rights of Indigenous peoples relate to the context of
your statement. It is possible to mention, in particular, issues specific
to the territory that concerns you (see the example of the University of

Maine in the section on action 5).

Recognition of territory is often rather brief and is usually given at the
beginning of a meeting or event. While typically done in the context of
a public activity, it can also be done in official communications, in email
signatures, on a website, on a building (inscription, plaque, artwork),
etc.

Consideration of language and pronunciation

Language is an important element of identity for many Indigenous Peoples, often
even for those who were forced to abandon their language as a result of colonial
policies. So when you make a statement of land acknowledgment verbally, in a
formal speech for example, it is essential to practise pronouncing Indigenous names

correctly.

Furthermore, beyond the context of your recognition of territory, it would be useful
to learn one or more Indigenous languages and their proper pronunciation, in the
context of the International Decade of Indigenous Languages 2022-2032 declared
by the UN last January.

This decade aims to contribute to the preservation, revitalisation and promotion of

Indigenous languages, which are currently facing serious threats of extinction.

14
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ACTION 4:
OPEN DIALOGUE

Land acknowledgment is a privileged moment to give a voice to
Indigenous individuals, families and communities, to those whose side
of the story has not been heard, and to value Indigenous traditional
knowledge.

Therefore, it is recommended to consult the communities concerned
in your territorial declaration to see how they receive your proposal,
respecting the fact that within the same community opinions may differ
from one person to another and that if you are on a territory of interest

to several communities or peoples, you will need more than one opinion.

It is equally important to pay close attention to the authors of the sources
you are referring to and to make maximum use of resources created by

and with Indigenous people.

By doing so, you will make a tangible contribution to the creation of a
balanced relationship with Indigenous Peoples.

Develop contacts in Indigenous communities and
organisations in your area.

To help you, consult the
' map of First Nations and

Inuit in Quebec

15
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https://www.uqat.ca/services/etudiants/spp/enseignement-aux-autochtones/pdf/carte-les-11-nations-(2011).pdf
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ACTION 5 - ’ | Consult the First Nations and Traditional Territories Recognition Guide.
GET INSPIRED

= Some examples in a university context that deserve

As part of your approach, it would be advisable to keep up to date special attention:

with what has been developed in the various educational institutions in

terms of land acknowledgment. It might be helpfu| to analyse different e« Concordia University - the institution has taken care to explain and justify its approach and its declaration
wordings and develop a critical view of what has been done so far. of recognition in a comprehensive manner on its website, which illustrates a thorough and transparent

approach. It has also provided the spoken pronunciation for many of the Indigenous language statements.

CANADIAN DIRECTORY

o University of Toronto - the institution allows the community to deepen their knowledge of Indigenous
This guide presents the forms of land acknowledgment that have been developed in

realities by providing links to additional resources to those who visit the land recognition page.
Canadian educational institutions, listed by province. So you can take inspiration
from what has been done elsewhere or build on what your university has produced. o University of Ottawa - the institution provides the audio version of the land recognition translated entirely

into Anicinapemowin (Algonquin language).

o University of Maine - the institution took care to mention territorial issues that are still relevant in its land

acknowledgment, which was carried out in collaboration with the surrounding Indigenous communities.



https://www.concordia.ca/indigenous/resources/reconnaissance-territoriale.html
https://indigenous.utoronto.ca/about/land-acknowledgement/#:~:text=Why%20Do%20We%20Acknowledge%20The,this%20land%20historically%20and%20presently.
https://www.uottawa.ca/autochtone/
https://umaine.edu/about/university-of-maine-land-acknowledgement/
https://www.caut.ca/fr/content/guide-de-reconnaissance-des-premieres-nations-et-des-territoires-traditionnels
https://www.caut.ca/content/guide-acknowledging-first-peoples-traditional-territory
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